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Musical Paths 
foundations and Instrument study 

at the Center for Young Musicians 



 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGENDS 
 

Includes:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Good starting point for your child if: 
 

 Your child is age 5+ with no prior musical experience 

 Your child is showing an excited interest in music. They 

may love to listen to music, dance, sing, and discover 

new instruments and styles of music.  

 Your child wants to express themselves musically, but 

may be unsure of which instrument to study, or may 

not yet be ready to try playing an instrument just yet.  

 You want to engage your child in a structured music 

program that readies them for further musical study at 

their pace. Your child prefers opportunities to experi-

ment with different instruments and varied musical 

styles.  

 

American Legends (Levels 1-6) weekly 50 minute Group 

Class uses American music to explore harmony and      

melody and introduce musical foundations and concepts.  
 

Level 1 (age 5+) classes include study using a glockenspiel 

and recorder as well as foundational music literacy  

Level 2 (age +) classes include study using the keyboard 

and guitar as well as intermediate music literacy 

 

A 30+ minute optional weekly Private Lesson on piano, 

violin, cello, viola, or guitar builds skill and confidence. You 

may follow the curriculum of your choice. 

 

A group class in conjunction with a private lesson is 

strongly recommended for your child’s balanced e here at 

CYM, however, Adjunct, or weekly private-lesson-only pro-

gram is also available for the independent learner. 

CLASSICAL (Suzuki) 
 

Includes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good starting point for your child if: 
 

 Your child is 5+ and has completed CYM’s Early 

Childhood Music Toddler and/or Twinkler class 

 Your child is age 5+, and has previous experience in 

Suzuki instruction 

 Your child thrives in a structured learning             

environment, enjoys setting and reaching goals for 

themselves  

 As a parent, you want to take an active part in your 

child’s music education 

 Performance training and mastery of their             

instrument are your child’s main interests 
 

 

 

 

Weekly 50 minute Classical Group Class (Levels 1-6) 

uses the Suzuki Method of instrumental training with 

parent and peer support to guide your child’s  piano, 

violin, cello, viola, or guitar education.  

 

Classical group class uses the Suzuki group model to 

encourage ensemble skills as well as a music literacy   

curriculum to complement ear training.  

 

A 30+ minute weekly Private Lesson on piano, violin, 

viola, cello, or guitar hones your child’s skills on his or 

her instrument, following the Suzuki curriculum. 

 

For the advanced learner, Chamber Music Group and 

Conservatory Theory Group serve as electives to  

engage students in advanced performance experiences, 

as well as advanced music theory understanding.  

   Building the foundation 
 

 

Just like building a house, a solid foundation for your child’s musical understanding gives them their best start in their 

new relationship with music.  At CYM, we  foster that foundation with a combination of course offerings to suit your 

child’s learning style and pace while nourishing their newfound skills and interests as a growing musician. CYM offers: 
 

The American Legends Program  and    Classical (Suzuki) Program 
 

Each of these courses are meant to guide to your child’s musical journey, step by step from age 2 until graduation from 

high school. Courses span each year beginning in September through the end of July– they are designed to be flexible for 

each stage of the student’s learning experience, while fostering a consistent love and practice of music.  

 50 minute weekly group class 

 20, 30, 45, or 60 minute private lesson 

      on piano, violin, viola, cello or guitar 

 50 minute weekly group class 

 20, 30, 45, or 60 minute private lesson 

      on piano, violin, viola, cello or guitar 



 

 

 

 

 

Music Study at CYM is founded upon the philosophy of teaching the whole child in a           

nurturing, consistent learning environment. Complete, comprehensive courses, an active,     

supportive community of expert faculty and staff, and family community shape children not 

only as accomplished musicians, but into caring, inquisitive young adults.   

 

CYM’s unique method is based on these pillars of education: 

 

  A Long Term Curriculum  Slow and steady wins the race 

A long term curriculum and sequential learning based on skill acquisition produce the aural, oral, and 

written components necessary for creating a community of students with a life-long love of music. 

  Music Literacy  Fundamentals are the building blocks of fun 

Music Literacy is a pillar of CYM's American Legends and Classical curriculums. Faculty members in all 

programs expand upon the work presented in the ECM classes, further developing fundamental themes 

with more complex musical assignments and objectives. Students will begin to read music and,           

ultimately, synthesize aural, oral and written skills to develop a thorough comprehension of musical    

elements. CYM believes that instrumental training must be accompanied by rigorous musical literacy 

training. 

  Parent and Community Involvement It takes a village to raise a child 

We recognize that the most successful students have considerable parent involvement. It is because of 

this that there must exist a mutual understanding and commitment between the family and school, 

where the musical education of the student is the core. 

  An Expert Faculty  Quality over quantity 

The Center for Young Musicians is proud to have an expert faculty. Teachers of exceptional backgrounds 

and education work together with students and parents to create an environment of inspired learning. 

  Individual Goal Setting and Performance Opportunities Confidence is contagious  

Every aspect of the CYM experience emanates a joyfulness that establishes a positive association with 

music for all students regardless of their chosen music education path. Every student has the opportunity 

to set and accomplish individual goals with the support of their parents, teachers, and peers, including 

practice challenges, homework assignments, and scheduled evaluation time during the school year. All 

programs share the same faculty members so that there is consistency in curriculum and teaching    

methods.  Carefully prepared, high-quality performance opportunities are available to all students  

What makes  

CYM’s approach to music study 

unique? 
 



1. Print and fill out the Class Reservation Form for each child provided on 

the next page 

 

 Don’t forget to: 

 Choose the location and class time you prefer 

 Include a check or indicate your method of payment 

 Sign at the bottom to commit to a 4 week initial session 

 

2. Mail or E-mail completed forms and payment to: 
 

Admissions 

Center for Young Musicians 

120 Lake Drive 

Wexford, PA 15090 

 

admissions@youngmusicians.org 

 

3. Receive your child’s registration confirmation and new student            

    materials. Voila– you are all set to begin! 

 

 

Need help choosing the right path, or want to schedule a visit to CYM before you 

come to class? Call us at 724-935-0505. 

 

Remember to keep an eye out for correspondence from CYM via email.  

 

We send out updates, reminders, and breaking news via our blog at               

http://cymtakenote.blogspot.com  as well as on the web at 

www.youngmusicians.org  

    
 
 

Ready to Begin?  
 

It’s easy as 1, 2, 3! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 





Founded in 1994 
 

Mission 
 

The Center for Young Musicians develops a community of students with liberated ability, refined character, and a life-long 

love of music through a comprehensive, long-term curriculum emphasizing an early-start, an expert faculty, a dynamic    

support staff, and a mutual commitment between the families and the school.   
 

Locations 
 

120 Lake Drive, Wexford PA since 1994 

437 Beaver Street, Sewickley, PA since 2006 

555 Morewood Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  since 2011 *Located on Winchester Thurston School campus 
 

Faculty 
 

Close knit, committed teaching and administrative faculty of 10-12 
 

Community 
 

CYM’s community of students and families ranges from 120-200 members annually. 
 

Performances and Outreach 
 

CYM prides itself on providing exciting and diverse opportunities for its members, ages 5 and up to engage in performance 

and participation. Past engagements include: 

 

 

 

 

 

Recitals and Community Concerts 
 

CYM’s school wide recitals include an Ensemble Recital held in November, and a Solo Recital held in April. Monthly and 

seasonal Community Concerts benefit our students, faculty, and surrounding community. 
 

Classes in Session 
 

Our eleven month comprehensive school year spans September– July.  

Classes and lessons are offered M-F 10:00AM– 8:00PM, and Saturday 9:00AM– 4:00PM 
 

Curriculum   
 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact and Admissions 

       Admissions Director 

       Autumn Kunselman– akunselman@youngmusicians.org 

        

       Group Instruction Registration encouraged in 

       September and January, but accepted year-round 

 

       Instrumental Instruction Registration year-round 
 

KDKA Children's Hospital Telethon  

PSO Season Opening Night concerts 

Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society  

National Anthem at PNC Park for Pittsburgh Pirates games 

Pittsburgh Symphony at a Fiddlesticks concerts 

Pittsburgh Symphony at the Watson Institute's Casually Classic 

Holiday Open House at the White House, Washington, DC.  

Saturday Light Brigade Radio Program 

Studio Music at the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 

Fern Hollow Music Festival 

Mary Roberts Rheinhardt Festival 

Sewickley Light Up Night 

Sewickley Music Club Series 

Pre-concert performance and salons with PSO guest artists 

Instrumental Instruction– ages 5+ 

Piano 

Violin and Viola 

Cello 

Guitar 

Group Instruction- ages 2– 18 
 

Early Childhood Music– Toddlers group ages 2– 31/2  Twinklers group ages 31/2– 5 

Classical Program– Suzuki group instruction with music literacy ages 5+ 

American Legends– Music foundations group instruction with literacy ages 5+ 

 Call:     724-935-0505 
 

 Email:   info@youngmusicians.org 
 

 Visit:     www.youngmusicians.org 

              for  scheduling and pricing 

               

 Tour:     Call to schedule your guided visit 

CYM quick Facts 
 



Center focuses on instilling students with lifelong love of music 
by Joanne Braun excerpts 

September 18, 2008 

 

A Robert Morris University adjunct professor in arts and humanities, Suzanne Waters knows how     

important the arts and music are. Her ultimate wish is to see her children participate in the youth  

symphony, but mostly, "I would love for my kids to learn to love and appreciate it and keep it their life. 

When we go on walks together, they start to sing songs they learned in class, and I hear them have 

rhythm and hit the exact notes. That's neat."  

 

Donna Amato, a professional pianist who teaches at Carnegie Mellon University and University of 

Pittsburgh, enrolled her son, Hugh, now 12, at CYM in Wexford when he was 18 months old. He now 

attends the Sewickley facility. She says she likes that CYM offers so many opportunities for students to 

perform at nursing homes, Borders bookstore, Sewickley Garden Club and in the foyer at Pittsburgh 

Symphony concerts. And, they have top rate teachers. For me that says everything," she says.  

 

Diane Meakem of Sewickley enrolled her children, Claire, 9; Henry, 7; and Matthew, 6, about three 

years ago, starting at the Wexford location. She says CYM offers a creative approach to music.  

"They can take their shoes off and relax and play games and different instruments like the             

glockenspiel," she says. "And they listen to classical music. There is a lot they do that you don't see    

in a regular classroom.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

“The great advantage to CYM is starting instruction so young– like learning a 

language– making it easier for children to become fluent. (Music) becomes 

ingrained in their lives.”  -Stephanie Jacob, children Claire, Nolan, and Carson 

members of CYM since 2001 

 

“My son Cameron now plays the piano and guitar, and daughter Elizabeth 

plays piano. CYM has affected their lives by (allowing them to) hear music all 

the time– it has helped them with their school work from developing good 

memory and listening skills at such an early age.” -Jeanne Hammel, children 

Cameron and Elizabeth members of CYM since 1999 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Musicians Prepare for Presidential Performance 

By Sandra Fischione Donovan excerpts 

Thursday, December 11, 2008  

 

"I think it's really cool. All my friends and family are supportive of me. It's a once-in-a-lifetime 

chance," said pianist Nicole Kosuda, 12, of Pine. 

"If I could find words to describe (the experience), I'd be a human thesaurus," said Madeline Marco 

Scanlon, 15, of Moon. First violinist for the group, Madeline played at the White House in 2006. "To 

be going there and to do something you love, you have the best of both worlds.” 

What they’re saying 

About CYM 


